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1. Duality 
 

I was born in the year 18 — to a large fortune, endowed besides with excellent parts, inclined 
by nature to industry, fond of the respect of the wise and good among my fellow-men, and 
thus, as might have been supposed, with every guarantee of an honourable and distinguished 
future. And indeed the worst of my faults was a certain impatient gaiety of disposition, such as 
has made the happiness of many, but such as I found it hard to reconcile with my imperious 
desire to carry my head high, and wear a more than commonly grave countenance before the 
public. Hence it came about that I concealed my pleasures; and that when I reached years of 
reflection, and began to look round me and take stock of my progress and position in the 
world, I stood already committed to a profound duplicity of life. Many a man would have even 
blazoned such irregularities as I was guilty of; but from the high views that I had set before 
me, I regarded and hid them with an almost morbid sense of shame. It was thus rather the 
exacting nature of my aspirations than any particular degradation in my faults, that made me 
what I was and, with even a deeper trench than in the majority of men, severed in me those 
provinces of good and ill which divide and compound man’s dual nature. In this case, I was 
driven to reflect deeply and inveterately on that hard law of life, which lies at the root of 
religion and is one of the most plentiful springs of distress. Though so profound a 
double-dealer, I was in no sense a hypocrite; both sides of me were in dead earnest; I was no 
more myself when I laid aside restraint and plunged in shame, than when I laboured, in the 
eye of day, at the furtherance of knowledge or the relief of sorrow and suffering. And it 
chanced that the direction of my scientific studies, which led wholly towards the mystic and 
the transcendental, reacted and shed a strong light on this consciousness of the perennial 
war among my members. With every day, and from both sides of my intelligence, the moral 
and the intellectual, I thus drew steadily nearer to that truth, by whose partial discovery I have 
been doomed to such a dreadful shipwreck: that man is not truly one, but truly two.  

Starting with this extract, write about how Stevenson presents duality in the novel. 
Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents duality in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents duality in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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2. Repression 
 

I do not suppose that, when a drunkard reasons with himself upon his vice, he is once out of 
five hundred times affected by the dangers that he runs through his brutish, physical 
insensibility; neither had I, long as I had considered my position, made enough allowance for 
the complete moral insensibility and insensate readiness to evil, which were the leading 
characters of Edward Hyde. Yet it was by these that I was punished. My devil had been long 
caged, he came out roaring. I was conscious, even when I took the draught, of a more 
unbridled, a more furious propensity to ill. It must have been this, I suppose, that stirred in my 
soul that tempest of impatience with which I listened to the civilities of my unhappy victim; I 
declare at least, before God, no man morally sane could have been guilty of that crime upon 
so pitiful a provocation; and that I struck in no more reasonable spirit than that in which a sick 
child may break a plaything. But I had voluntarily stripped myself of all those balancing 
instincts, by which even the worst of us continues to walk with some degree of steadiness 
among temptations; and in my case, to be tempted, however slightly, was to fall.  
 
Instantly the spirit of hell awoke in me and raged. With a transport of glee, I mauled the 
unresisting body, tasting delight from every blow; and it was not till weariness had begun to 
succeed, that I was suddenly, in the top fit of my delirium, struck through the heart by a cold 
thrill of terror. A mist dispersed; I saw my life to be forfeit; and fled from the scene of these 
excesses, at once glorying and trembling, my lust of evil gratified and stimulated, my love of 
life screwed to the topmost peg. I ran to the house in Soho, and (to make assurance doubly 
sure) destroyed my papers; thence I set out through the lamplit streets, in the same divided 
ecstasy of mind, gloating on my crime, light-headedly devising others in the future, and yet 
still hastening and still hearkening in my wake for the steps of the avenger. 

“Repression is the cause of the evil events which occur in the novel.” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents repression in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents repression in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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3. Friendship  
 

But Lanyon’s face changed, and he held up a trembling hand. ‘I wish to see or hear no more 
of Doctor Jekyll,’ he said in a loud, unsteady voice. ‘I am quite done with that person; and I 
beg that you will spare me any allusion to one whom I regard as dead.’  
 
‘Tut-tut,’ said Mr Utterson; and then after a considerable pause, ‘Can’t I do anything?’ he 
inquired. ‘We are three very old friends, Lanyon; we shall not live to make others.’  
 
‘Nothing can be done,’ returned Lanyon; ‘ask himself.’  
 
‘He will not see me,’ said the lawyer.  
 
‘I am not surprised at that,’ was the reply. ‘Some day, Utterson, after I am dead, you may 
perhaps come to learn the right and wrong of this. I cannot tell you. And in the meantime, if 
you can sit and talk with me of other things, for God’s sake, stay and do so; but if you cannot 
keep clear of this accursed topic, then, in God’s name, go, for I cannot bear it.’  
 
As soon as he got home, Utterson sat down and wrote to Jekyll, complaining of his exclusion 
from the house, and asking the cause of this unhappy break with Lanyon; and the next day 
brought him a long answer, often very pathetically worded, and sometimes darkly mysterious 
in drift. The quarrel with Lanyon was incurable. ‘I do not blame our old friend,’ Jekyll wrote, 
‘but I share his view that we must never meet. I mean from henceforth to lead a life of extreme 
seclusion; you must not be surprised, nor must you doubt my friendship, if my door is often 
shut even to you. You must suffer me to go my own dark way. I have brought on myself a 
punishment and a danger that I cannot name. 

“Close male friendships are the driving force of the events of the novel.” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents male friendships in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents male friendships in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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4. Science vs Religion 
 

I stood already committed to a profound duplicity of life. Many a man would have even 
blazoned such irregularities as I was guilty of; but from the high views that I had set before 
me, I regarded and hid them with an almost morbid sense of shame. It was thus rather the 
exacting nature of my aspirations than any particular degradation in my faults, that made me 
what I was and, with even a deeper trench than in the majority of men, severed in me those 
provinces of good and ill which divide and compound man’s dual nature. In this case, I was 
driven to reflect deeply and inveterately on that hard law of life, which lies at the root of 
religion and is one of the most plentiful springs of distress. Though so profound a 
double-dealer, I was in no sense a hypocrite; both sides of me were in dead earnest; I was no 
more myself when I laid aside restraint and plunged in shame, than when I laboured, in the 
eye of day, at the furtherance of knowledge or the relief of sorrow and suffering. And it 
chanced that the direction of my scientific studies, which led wholly towards the mystic and 
the transcendental, reacted and shed a strong light on this consciousness of the perennial 
war among my members. With every day, and from both sides of my intelligence, the moral 
and the intellectual, I thus drew steadily nearer to that truth, by whose partial discovery I have 
been doomed to such a dreadful shipwreck: that man is not truly one, but truly two. I say two, 
because the state of my own knowledge does not pass beyond that point. Others will follow, 
others will outstrip me on the same lines; and I hazard the guess that man will be ultimately 
known for a mere polity of multifarious, incongruous and independent denizens. I for my part, 
from the nature of my life, advanced infallibly in one direction and in one direction only. It was 
on the moral side, and in my own person, that I learned to recognize the thorough and 
primitive duality of man; I saw that, of the two natures that contended in the field of my 
consciousness, even if I could rightly be said to be either, it was only because I was radically 
both; and from an early date, even before the course of my scientific discoveries had begun to 
suggest the most naked possibility of such a miracle, I had learned to dwell with pleasure, as 
a beloved daydream, on the thought of the separation of these elements. If each, I told 
myself, could but be housed in separate identities, life would be relieved of all that was 
unbearable; the unjust might go his way, delivered from the aspirations and remorse of his 
more upright twin; and the just could walk steadfastly and securely on his upward path, doing 
the good things in which he found his pleasure, and no longer exposed to disgrace and 
penitence by the hands of this extraneous evil.  

“Stevenson wrote ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ to comment on the 
conflict between religion and science in Victorian society. 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents the conflict between science and religion in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents the conflict between science and religion in the novel as a 
whole. (30) 
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5. Secrecy

‘Jekyll,’ said Utterson, ‘you know me: I am a man to be trusted. Make a clean breast of this in 
confidence; and I make no doubt I can get you out of it.’  

‘My good Utterson,’ said the doctor, ‘this is very good of you, this is downright good of you, 
and I cannot find words to thank you in. I believe you fully; I would trust you before any man 
alive, ay, before myself, if I could make the choice; but indeed it isn’t what you fancy; it is not 
so bad as that; and just to put your good heart at rest, I will tell you one thing: the moment I 
choose, I can be rid of Mr Hyde. I give you my hand upon that; and I thank you again and 
again; and I will just add one little word, Utterson, that I’m sure you’ll take in good part: this is 
a private matter, and I beg of you to let it sleep.’  

Utterson reflected a little looking in the fire.  

‘I have no doubt you are perfectly right,’ he said at last, getting to his feet. 

‘Well, but since we have touched upon this business, and for the last time I hope,’ continued 
the doctor, ‘there is one point I should like you to understand. I have really a very great 
interest in poor Hyde. I know you have seen him; he told me so; and I fear he was rude. But I 
do sincerely take a great, a very great interest in that young man; and if I am taken away, 
Utterson, I wish you to promise me that you will bear with him and get his rights for him. I think 
you would, if you knew all; and it would be a weight off my mind if you would promise.’  

‘I can’t pretend that I shall ever like him,`` said the lawyer. 

‘I don’t ask that,’ pleaded Jekyll, laying his hand upon the other’s arm; ‘I only ask for justice; I 
only ask you to help him for my sake, when I am no longer here.’  

Utterson heaved an irrepressible sigh. ‘Well,’ said he. ‘I promise.’ 

“Dr Jekyll’s secret ultimately ruins him.” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents Jekyll’s concealment of Mr Hyde in this extract.

● How Stevenson presents Jekyll’s concealment of Mr Hyde in the novel as a whole.
(30)
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6. Good vs Evil  
 

Between these two, I now felt I had to choose. My two natures had memory in common, but 
all other faculties were most unequally shared between them. Jekyll (who was composite) 
now with the most sensitive apprehensions, now with a greedy gusto, projected and shared in 
the pleasures and adventures of Hyde; but Hyde was indifferent to Jekyll, or but remembered 
him as the mountain bandit remembers the cavern in which he conceals himself from pursuit. 
Jekyll had more than a father’s interest; Hyde had more than a son’s indifference. To cast in 
my lot with Jekyll, was to die to those appetites which I had long secretly indulged and had of 
late begun to pamper. To cast it in with Hyde, was to die to a thousand interests and 
aspirations, and to become, at a blow and forever, despised and friendless. The bargain might 
appear unequal; but there was still another consideration in the scales; for while Jekyll would 
suffer smartingly in the fires of abstinence, Hyde would be not even conscious of all that he 
had lost. Strange as my circumstances were, the terms of this debate are as old and 
commonplace as man; much the same inducements and alarms cast the die for any tempted 
and trembling sinner; and it fell out with me, as it falls with so vast a majority of my fellows, 
that I chose the better part and was found wanting in the strength to keep to it.  
 
Yes, I preferred the elderly and discontented doctor, surrounded by friends and cherishing 
honest hopes; and bade a resolute farewell to the liberty, the comparative youth, the light 
step, leaping pulses and secret pleasures, that I had enjoyed in the disguise of Hyde. I made 
this choice perhaps with some unconscious reservation, for I neither gave up the house in 
Soho, nor destroyed the clothes of Edward Hyde, which still lay ready in my cabinet. For two 
months, however, I was true to my determination; for two months, I led a life of such severity 
as I had never before attained to, and enjoyed the compensations of an approving 
conscience. But time began at last to obliterate the freshness of my alarm; the praises of 
conscience began to grow into a thing of course; I began to be tortured with throes and 
longings, as of Hyde struggling after freedom; and at last, in an hour of moral weakness, I 
once again compounded and swallowed the transforming draught. 

Starting with this extract, write about how Stevenson presents the importance of 
morals for the characters in ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents morality and the conflict of ‘good and evil’ in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents morality and the conflict of ‘good and evil’ in the novel as a 
whole. (30) 
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7. Appearance vs Reality 
 

There was no mirror, at that date, in my room; that which stands beside me as I write, was 
brought there later on and for the very purpose of these transformations. The night, however, 
was far gone into the morning – the morning, black as it was, was nearly ripe for the 
conception of the day – the inmates of my house were locked in the most rigorous hours of 
slumber; and I determined, flushed as I was with hope and triumph, to venture in my new 
shape as far as to my bedroom. I crossed the yard, wherein the constellations looked down 
upon me, I could have thought, with wonder, the first creature of that sort that their unsleeping 
vigilance had yet disclosed to them; I stole through the corridors, a stranger in my own house; 
and coming to my room, I saw for the first time the appearance of Edward Hyde.  
 
I must here speak by theory alone, saying not that which I know, but that which I suppose to 
be most probable. The evil side of my nature, to which I had now transferred the stamping 
efficacy, was less robust and less developed than the good which I had just deposed. Again, 
in the course of my life, which had been, after all, nine tenths a life of effort, virtue and control, 
it had been much less exercised and much less exhausted. And hence, as I think, it came 
about that Edward Hyde was so much smaller, slighter and younger than Henry Jekyll. Even 
as good shone upon the countenance of the one, evil was written broadly and plainly on the 
face of the other. Evil besides (which I must still believe to be the lethal side of man) had left 
on that body an imprint of deformity and decay. And yet when I looked upon that ugly idol in 
the glass, I was conscious of no repugnance, rather of a leap of welcome. This, too, was 
myself. It seemed natural and human. In my eyes it bore a livelier image of the spirit, it 
seemed more express and single, than the imperfect and divided countenance, I had been 
hitherto accustomed to call mine. And in so far I was doubtless right. I have observed that 
when I wore the semblance of Edward Hyde, none could come near to me at first without a 
visible misgiving of the flesh. This, as I take it, was because all human beings, as we meet 
them, are commingled out of good and evil: and Edward Hyde, alone in the ranks of mankind, 
was pure evil. 

“In his novel, Stevenson is informing his readers of the dangers of separating 
appearance and reality.” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents the conflict of appearance and reality in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents the conflict of appearance and reality in the novel as a 
whole. (30) 
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8. Violence 
 

‘Well, it was this way,’ returned Mr Enfield: ‘I was coming home from some place at the end of 
the world, about three o’clock of a black winter morning, and my way lay through a part of 
town where there was literally nothing to be seen but lamps. Street after street, and all the 
folks asleep – street after street, all lighted up as if for a procession and all as empty as a 
church – till at last I got into that state of mind when a man listens and listens and begins to 
long for the sight of a policeman. All at once, I saw two figures: one a little man who was 
stumping along eastward at a good walk, and the other a girl of maybe eight or ten who was 
running as hard as she was able down a cross street. Well, sir, the two ran into one another 
naturally enough at the corner; and then came the horrible part of the thing; for the man 
trampled calmly over the child’s body and left her screaming on the ground. It sounds nothing 
to hear, but it was hellish to see. It wasn’t like a man; it was like some damned Juggernaut. I 
gave a view halloa, took to my heels, collared my gentleman, and brought him back to where 
there was already quite a group about the screaming child. He was perfectly cool and made 
no resistance, but gave me one look, so ugly that it brought out the sweat on me like running. 
The people who had turned out were the girl’s own family; and pretty soon, the doctor, for 
whom she had been sent, put in his appearance. Well, the child was not much the worse, 
more frightened, according to the Sawbones; and there you might have supposed would be 
an end to it. But there was one curious circumstance. I had taken a loathing to my gentleman 
at first sight. So had the child’s family, which was only natural. But the doctor’s case was what 
struck me. He was the usual cut and dry apothecary, of no particular age and colour, with a 
strong Edinburgh accent, and about as emotional as a bagpipe. 

Starting with this extract, write about how Stevenson presents violence. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents violence and crime in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents violence and crime in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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9. The Supernatural  
 

There comes an end to all things; the most capacious measure is filled at last; and this brief 
condescension to my evil finally destroyed the balance of my soul. And yet I was not alarmed; 
the fall seemed natural, like a return to the old days before I had made my discovery. It was a 
fine, clear, January day, wet under foot where the frost had melted, but cloudless overhead; 
and the Regent’s Park was full of winter chirrupings and sweet with Spring odours. I sat in the 
sun on a bench; the animal within me licking the chops of memory; the spiritual side a little 
drowsed, promising subsequent penitence, but not yet moved to begin. After all, I reflected I 
was like my neighbours; and then I smiled, comparing myself with other men, comparing my 
active goodwill with the lazy cruelty of their neglect. And at the very moment of that 
vainglorious thought, a qualm came over me, a horrid nausea and the most deadly 
shuddering. These passed away, and left me faint; and then as in its turn the faintness 
subsided, I began to be aware of a change in the temper of my thoughts, a greater boldness, 
a contempt of danger, a solution of the bonds of obligation. I looked down; my clothes hung 
formlessly on my shrunken limbs; the hand that lay on my knee was corded and hairy. I was 
once more Edward Hyde. A moment before I had been safe of all men’s respect, wealthy, 
beloved – the cloth laying for me in the dining room at home; and now I was the common 
quarry of mankind, hunted, houseless, a known murderer, thrall to the gallows. 

“The theme of the supernatural in ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ 
heightens tension and adds suspense for the reader.” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents the supernatural in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents the supernatural in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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10. Isolation  
 

Mr Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged countenance, that was never lighted by a 
smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, 
dreary and yet somehow lovable. At friendly meetings, and when the wine was to his taste, 
something eminently human beaconed from his eye; something indeed which never found its 
way into his talk, but which spoke not only in these silent symbols of the after-dinner face, but 
more often and loudly in the acts of his life. He was austere with himself; drank gin when he 
was alone, to mortify a taste for vintages; and though he enjoyed the theatre, had not crossed 
the doors of one for twenty years. But he had an approved tolerance for others; sometimes 
wondering, almost with envy, at the high pressure of spirits involved in their misdeeds; and in 
any extremity inclined to help rather than to reprove. ‘I incline to Cain’s heresy,’ he used to 
say quaintly: ‘I let my brother go to the devil in his own way.’ In this character, it was 
frequently his fortune to be the last reputable acquaintance and the last good influence in the 
lives of down-going men. And to such as these, so long as they came about his chambers, he 
never marked a shade of change in his demeanour.  
 
No doubt the feat was easy to Mr Utterson; for he was undemonstrative at the best, and even 
his friendships seemed to be founded in a similar catholicity of good-nature. It is the mark of a 
modest man to accept his friendly circle ready-made from the hands of opportunity; and that 
was the lawyer’s way. His friends were those of his own blood or those whom he had known 
the longest; his affections, like ivy, were the growth of time, they implied no aptness in the 
object. 

“Mr Utterson is an isolated character” 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 

● How Stevenson presents isolation in this extract. 

● How Stevenson presents isolation in the novel as a whole. (30) 
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1. Friendship MS 
 

Question 3  
 
“Close male friendships are the driving force of the events of the novel.” 
 
Starting with this extract, explore how far you agree with this opinion. Write about: 
 

● How Stevenson presents male friendships in this extract. 
● How Stevenson presents male friendships in the novel as a whole. (30) 

 

Indicative content: 
 
Examiners are encouraged to reward and valid interpretations. Answers might, however, 
include some of the following: 
 
AO1 
 

● All major characters are interlinked 
● Most information is found out in the investigation from friends, e.g Lanyon warning 

Utterson about Jekyll, Enfield telling Utterson about Hyde 
● Loss of close friendship between Lanyon and Jekyll potentially meant Jekyll couldn’t 

be saved by Utterson 
● Referencing other strong bonds between men elsewhere in the novel such as 

between Enfield and Utterson in chapter one or Jekyll and Utterson in chapter two 
● higher level candidates will be expected to question or argue with the statement, eg 

friendships hinder the evolution of the plot because the relationships detract from 
the events themselves, or friends still conceal much of the information and most of 
the actual narrative of events comes from the final two documentation chapters 

 
AO2  
 

● Honesty in Utterson and Lanyon’s dialogue 
● The importance reflected in the complex lexicon and multiple clauses 
● Utterson’s concern for Jekyll and Lanyon is shown by his effort to reach out to both 

of them and considers his responses carefully eg. “considerable” 
 
AO3 
 

● Victorian Gentlemen 
● Victorian society encouraged memebers to socialise in own class 
● Gossiping was discouraged 
● Dual lives of members of Victorian society 
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2. Violence MS 
 

Question 8  
 
Starting with this extract, write about how Stevenson presents violence. Write about: 
 

● How Stevenson presents violence and crime in this extract. 
● How Stevenson presents violence and crime in the novel as a whole. (30) 

 

Indicative content: 
 
Examiners are encouraged to reward and valid interpretations. Answers might, however, 
include some of the following: 
 
AO1 
 

● Hyde depicted as a criminal or symbol of violence 
● Hyde portrayed as an animal 
● Reference to violence and crime elsewhere in the novel, such as Lanyon’s murder 

 
AO2  
 

● Language to induce horror / terror, e.g  
● Against a backdrop of pathetic fallacy, “black winter morning” 
● Juxtaposition, such as of “trampled calmly” 
● Structural points, such as the suggestion Hyde becomes more violent as the 

narrative progresses 
 
AO3 
 

● Concept of the Victorian Gentleman 
● Victorian morality and its restrictions 
● Theory of Evolution / Lombroso’s theory of Criminology linked to Hyde  
● Religious views and references 
● Psychology, such as Freud’s structure of the mind theory 
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